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David Cotterrell: Ashford Arts and Heritage Trail
Location: Ashford, Kent
Role: Artist researcher
Date: 17th November 2002
2nd March 2003
Client: Ashford Town Centre Partnership
Commissioning Body: Hazel Colquhoun, Sam Wilkinson
Collaborating Organisation(s): Ashford Borough Council

Commissioned to develop proposals for a heritage trail within Ashford's town centre, David found
himself researching the demolition of historic buildings and investigating the profound urban
remodelling which had erased much of Ashford's historic architecture.

The 'Heritage Trail' was never realised. However, the alternative proposals for an audio archive
of local residents' memories of sites and events (which are no longer referenced within the urban
landscape) did influence and contribute to later public art proposals within Ashford, Bristol and
other locations. Cotterrell's counter-proposals were motivated by an interest in considering
democratic mechanisms to contradict the linear historical narrative which is frequently
suggested by monumental sculpture, architectural legacies and town branding.

 This work lead directly to Cotterrell's major commission to contribute to the Office of the Deputy
Prime-Minister funded strategic planning of the region, within the framework of an Arts Council
funded consultancy to Ashford's Future.

 The 'Heritage Trail' report and proposals may be downloaded in booklet form here.

Ashfords first cinema (since demolished) 

http://www.cotterrell.com/consultancy/4245/ashfords-future/
http://www.cotterrell.com/download/4244/ashford-heritage-trail/

