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Su Chang, Citylife Really Makes your Life Better?, 2008.

This sculpture is a replica of the older homes that are being torn down
in Shanghai to make room for new development. How does the artist
feel about this transition? That is for the viewer to decide. But seeing
the home isolated on a museum pedestal gave me an uneasy feeling.
As I looked closer, I noticed that the skin of the building was torn
back, revealing the bare plumbing underneath. Progress can be good,
but this replica of a deteriorating building could act as a metaphor for
the general entropy of contemporary Chinese culture. Far to often a
sense of history and culture is lost all in the name of progress. It's
interesting to think about this model home in juxtaposition to the
pristine white buildings of the Cotterrell work. In the Cotterrell work,
which represents the present, the buildings are all pristine and white,
though uniform. In Su Chang's sculpture, the building is crumbling,

but it is an individual.

Zhang Qing's work uses a series of video monitors along with a Robert Adams, from the book The New West

number of still photographs from the video:

Zhang Qing, 603 Football Field, 2006..

In both the video and stills, a group of Chinese youth play soccer in a
small Shanghai apartment. As a Chicago-transplant, I understand the
yearning for space and freedom that the curatorial statement points
out. Having grown-up with a big back yard, farm land just down the

street, and natural woods a short bike ride away, urban life is
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